legislation authorized the administrator of the Energy Research and Devel-
opment Administration (ERDA)  to establish programs  to evaluate  the adverse
environmental effects of energy development and utilization,   to minimize
duplication of effort among federal agencies,  and to submit a comprehensive
energy research, development,  and demonstration plan to Congress  on an
annual basis.    The initial Inventory was published in October  1975  and
covered FY 1974 and FY 1975 research.     The Inventory is published annually
by  the Office of the Assistant Secretary for the Environment,  Department
of Energy.     The number of projects,   the technical information content,   and
the number of federal agencies responding have been expanded each year.
Also,  in this edition the contributing agencies  are listed by  agency sub-
division, where possible,   to better define the relationship between project
and  agency.

As well as providing an overview of current work in energy-related
areas of environmental, health,  and safety research,   the Inventory provides
a means  for determining general funding levels for research related  to
specific energy technologies,  for relating agency effort to  technologies,
and for assessing the sufficiency of federally sponsored research where
gaps and overlaps occur.    This information can be used in planning  future
research efforts and in locating specific types of research or researchers.
Users  include federal,  state,  and local agencies interested in utilizing
federal research results or in establishing complementary programs.     Both
private industry and government agencies use the Inventory to  locate
experts in specific subject areas.

Users should realize that while the data Is relatively  complete,
the Inventory does not provide total coverage of federal research.     Data
collection  is limited by the ability to locate pertinent projects  and  the
cooperation of the various agencies in supplying appropriate data.     A vig-
orous  effort is made each year to identify all relevant federal programs
and projects and to improve the accuracy of the data.     Pertinent projects
may have been excluded for various semantic, mechanical,  and/or philosoph-
ical reasons.    Because technologies  and specific research topics   (e.g.,
pollutants)   cut across a wide variety of scientific disciplines,   it is
difficult at times to identity appropriate research for inclusion in the
Inventory.     Also, because there is no universally accepted*definition 'for